THE
HUTCHINS g CONSORT

Hutchins Consort PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release Contact: Drew Cady
Hutchins Consort
e > F 858 735 8358
Carleen Hutchins info@hutchinsconsort.org

American Luthier

HUTCHINS CONSORT ANNOUNCES MERGER WITH NEW VIOLIN
FAMILY ASSOCIATION & $100,000 CHALLENGE GRANT.

ENCINITAS, CA - (January 14, 2010) The Hutchins Consort announces the
completion of its merger with the New Violin Family Association, the legacy of Dr.
Carleen Hutchins. The Hutchins Consort, founded by Artistic Director Joe McNalley,
performs on an acoustically matched octet of violins designed and built by Dr.
Hutchins. The New Violin Family Association, founded by Dr. Hutchins, is an
international organization comprised of scientists, acousticians, composers, luthiers,
musicians and other scholars who share her vision. The New Violin Family
instruments are the first successful attempt to create an acoustically balanced set
of instruments that sound truly like a violin across the entire range of written
music. The violins range from the tiny treble violin, tuned one octave above the
standard violin, to the 7 foot tall contrabass violin, tuned one octave lower than a
cello. Henry Brant, noting the success of Dr. Hutchins' violin research, inspired her
to build the entire family of instruments as first illustrated by Praetorius in the 16th
century.

The Hutchins Consort, based in Southern California, is the only professional
ensemble in the world performing on the octet of New Violin Family instruments.
Since the inaugural concert in January, 2000, the Consort has toured nationally and
internationally. During a 5-day residency at the University of Kansas, the Consort
conducted workshops, master classes and performed throughout the state, with a
final concert at the prestigious Lied Center. The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York City, hosted the Hutchins Consort for a three day residency in May, 2002, with
Dr. Hutchins as special guest. In 2008, the Hutchins Consort opened a special
exhibit of violins made by American luthiers at the Museum of Making Music in
Carlsbad; Dr. Hutchins' achievements were the focus of the exhibit. Under the
auspices of the United State Consulate, the Hutchins Consort will be featured later
this month at the International Ortiz Cultural Festival in Mexico. The Hutchins
Consort presents a regular series of concerts in both San Diego and Orange
Counties, as well as a monthly family concert series at the Encinitas Public Library.

Dr. Hutchins established the New Violin Family Association, (originally the Catgut
Acoustical Society), to advance the concept and research of the violins, as well as
to help new groups of players perform on New Violin Family instruments. Dr.
Hutchins described the success of the Hutchins Consort as "a dream come true".
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When Dr. Hutchins anticipated she could no longer sustain her work with NVFA, she
asked the Consort's Founder and Artistic Director, Joe McNalley, to help preserve
and proliferate her legacy through this merger. Dr. Hutchins died August 7, 2009.
With the merger is the responsibility of securing archival materials. The Hutchins
Consort will donate research and design archives to Stanford University where they
will become part of their permanent Acoustics Archive. Stanford will restore and
digitalize these scientific materials, making them available to future scientists.
scholars and acousticians.

With the completion of this merger, the Hutchins Consort is now poised to begin a
new chapter in their history, developing new opportunities to share the importance
of this string octet for generations to come. Included in their future plans will be the
creation of a youth ensemble, performing on a set of New Violin Family
instruments, with tutoring and other support from the Consort members. This
group of students will be given Hutchins designed instruments, private and group
instruction on these instruments and access to the growing repertoire of music that
is written for the New Violin Family.

Another anticipated event will be the inaugural performance of a second
professional ensemble performing on Hutchins instruments, to be called Hutchins
East. Two former members of the Hutchins Consort, now residing in New York City,
have identified funding to form the ensemble and present their first concert in May,
2010, celebrating Carleen Hutchins’ 99th birthday. The Hutchins Consort will
affiliate with this group as a sister ensemble, building them into their expanding
vision. This will advance the opportunity for larger ensembles of these instruments
to perform together, particularly as the Hutchins Consort defines their future tour
plans. Already plans are underway for a Centennial Celebration Concert in
Wolfeboro, New Hampshire, Carleen's hometown, to be held on the day of her
100th Birthday, May 24, 2011. The Hutchins Consort plans to spend several weeks
touring in the eastern states during this time period, and then return home to
Encinitas where they are planning a Hutchins Centennial Celebration in their own
hometown. Plans are now underway to film these celebration performances and
incorporate them into a documentary about Carleen Hutchins and the development
of the Hutchins Consort as the first permanent music ensemble performing on these
state of the art modern instruments. The Hutchins Consort will also sponsor the
second international conference of the former NVFA, for luthiers, composers,
scientists, and other interested parties.

In their efforts to continue the communication that was established by the NVFA
website, the Hutchins Consort will initiate an online forum in which scientists,
acousticians & others interested in this remarkable set of instruments will be able to
continue to share their thoughts and ideas, and dialogue with some of the expert
luthiers who are currently building Hutchins design instruments in their shops.
Already, several of the luthiers profiled on the NVFA website (www.NVFA.org) have
indicated their interest in being part of this forum. The website will also be
featuring a steady array of papers/essays about violin acoustics as science
continues to identify new information that might contribute to the comprehension of
what makes a violin sound superior.

Beginning this month, Quincy Whitney, biographer for Carleen Hutchins will be
contributing short ‘vignette stories’ from her forthcoming biography of Carleen
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Hutchins, which will be featured on the Hutchins Consort’s website. Carleen
Hutchins was a fascinating woman, a true American pioneer, who dedicated her life
to the exploration of violin acoustics. Her story is full of fascinating tales and
whimsical stories about her fearless pursuit of this work, in the face of some
powerful naysayers, who clung to the traditional belief system surrounding the
ancient violins. That she was a woman made her only that much more determined
in her pursuits. Her forthcoming biography will be a permanent testimony to the
legacy of Carleen Hutchins. The first of these stories, “The Telelphone Booth
Caper”, may now be found on the NVFA page of the Hutchins Consort’s website
(www.hutchinsconsort.org).

CHALLENGE GRANT TO FUND THE
FUTURE OF THE HUTCHINS CONSORT

An anonymous donor has offered to match, $1 for $1, any monies that the Hutchins
Consort is able to raise during the balance of its current fiscal year (through June
30, 2010), up to $100,000. This generous offer represents a remarkable
opportunity for the Hutchins Consort to extend its vision around the globe and
begin the process of defining new educational opportunities to introduce young
string players to these state of the art instruments. The Board of Trustees of the
Hutchins Consort is embracing this opportunity and will begin seeking new gifts to
the organization immediately, in their quest to guarantee a sound future for the
ensemble, and embolden the core mission of this string consort.

Donations to the Hutchins Consort may be made through their website:
www.hutchinsconsort.org , by contacting them at their office: (760) 632-0554, or
by sending a check to: Hutchins Consort, 701 3rd Street, Encinitas, CA. 92024.

The Hutchins Consort is a non-profit 501¢c3 organization and contributions are tax-
deductible.

More about Dr. Carleen Hutchins (May 24, 1911 - August 7, 2009) :

Dr. Carleen Hutchins was the author of more than 100 technical publications, editor
of two volumes of collected papers in violin acoustics, recipient of four grants from
the Martha Baird Rockefeller Fund for Music, two Guggenheim Fellowships, an
Honorary Fellowship from the Acoustical Society of America, and four honorary
doctorates. She was the foremost authority on Violin Acoustics.

In 1963 she co-founded the Catgut Acoustical Society, best known for its pioneering
work in the development of scientific insights and their application to the
construction of new and conventional instruments of the violin family; from 20
original members, the Society grew to include 800 members in 36 countries.

With the assistance of over 100 associates in the Catgut Acoustical Society, Dr.
Hutchins developed this New Violin Family: an octet of finely matched violins in a
series of sizes from the tiny treble to the gigantic contrabass violin. Tests of the
acoustic qualities of great instruments built in Cremona, Italy 250 years ago,
designed by such luthiers as Amati, Guarneri and Stradivari, were followed by years
of experiment in the dimensions, fittings and resonances of a large nhumber of
instruments to create this new violin octet. As Dr. Hutchins began her study of
string acoustics, she developed several techniques by which to measure and
compare the unique acoustical features of these great instruments built in
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Cremona. Hutchins’ greatest innovation, still used by many violinmakers, was a
technique known as free-plate tuning. When not attached to a violin, the top and
back are called free plates. Her technique gives makers a precise way to refine
these plates before a violin is assembled.

Other Quotes from Colleagues/Associates of Hutchins Consort

“The Stanford University Libraries are excited about the acquisition of the papers of
Carleen Hutchins, whose innovative research in musical acoustics contributed enormously
to the understanding of the construction of string instruments. Her development of the
technique of free-plate tuning for building and refining string instruments is now universal.
She developed an evenly balanced string octet, creating a string ensemble of instruments
whose timbres are perfectly matched from the highest treble violin to the lowest notes of
the bass. We wish all success to the Hutchins Consort as the living expression of the life and
work of an amazing acoustician and scholar, which is documented in this significant archive
of scientific research and musical culture at Stanford University.”

Jerry McBride, Head Librarian, Music Library and Archive of Recorded Sound

Stanford University

“We are music lovers at heart, and Joe & Sharon McNalley have been the inspiration for us
to become involved with the Hutchins Consort. We became founding members 10 years
ago, not really understanding exactly «what. this organization was.

Then we met Carleen Hutchins, learned of her history and began to understand what a
“luthier” was and how remarkable her contributions to violin design are.

We have hosted 3 musicales, attended board meetings these many years, and are now co-
presidents of Hutchins Consort. We are fully invested in helping tge world to hear about
this incredible group of musicians, who have now merged with the NVFA. With strong
leadership for the future, we hope to tug many heart strings and inspire many new patrons
in the year 2010.”

Lesley and Bob Boyer, Co-Presidents, Hutchins Consort Board,

San Clemente, CA

“Having supported the Hutchins Consort since its inception, I am thrilled to learn of recent
developments which will allow the Consort to take a giant step forward, enabling them to
realize, at last, the vision they've long anticipated.”

Jan Landstrom, Jan's Board affiliations include Hutchins Consort, Pacific Chorale, Salvation Army
and OCPAC's Founders Plus

"We are delighted that the Hutchins Consort and the New Violin Family Association are
merging. This merger formalizes our mother’s dream of finding a vehicle through which
her work in violin acoustics and with the new instruments would continue. She spent the
last thirty years searching for people through whom that work would live on, and sometimes
teared the search would be fruitless. But she finally found in Joe McNalley and his
wonderful colleagues of the Consort, the group she sought. Her legacy could not be in
better hands."

Cassie Coons and Bill Hutchins, children of Dr. Carleen Hutchins



